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Prizes. 


„ rnMPFTiTiON -I The first prize of a Silver Pencil has been 

r- ' iZTsh Amos, aged ten, who sends the following ninety-five specimens, 
-arefully 'pressed, and neatly and prettily mounted, but with one or two 
Irror, in classification i-Rubiaceae, 2 species ; Capnfohaceae, i ; Umbel- 
lifers, 4; Saxifragaceae, 2 ; Rosaces, 5 5 Legummosae, 7 5 Sapindaces, 1 ; 
Tiliaceae, i ; Geraniaceae, 4 ; Caryophyllaceae, 3 ; Violaceae, 4 ; Crucifera, 
10 ; Ranunculaceae, 7 ; Papaveraceae, 1 ; Graniineae, 1 ; Cyperaceue, 2 ; 
[uncacese, 1 ; Liliaceae, 2 ; Amaryllidaceae, 1 ; Orchidaceae, 1 ; Salicineae, 

5 ; Urticaceae, 1 ; Euphorbiaceae, 1 ; Thymelaceae, 1 ; Polygonaceae, 1 ; 
Plantaginaceae, 1 ; Labiatae, 4 ; Scrophulariaceae, 6 ; Boraginaceae, 2 ; 
Apocynaceae, 1 ; Oleaceae, 1 ; Primulaceae, 4 ; Composite, 5 ; Equisetace^, 
1, &c. Cherry deserves honourable mention for very neatly arranged and 
carefully classified work. 

2. The second prize of Miss Anne Pratt's “ Wild Flowers ” has been 
gained by Stanley , who sends fifty-one specimens, nicely mounted. Canary , 
Birdie, Eiger, Matterhorn , J ung-frau (who is six) deserve honourable 
mention for especially painstaking work. We wish there were prizes for all 
the little people who have sent in, but to know the names of the flowers 
and all about them is better than any prize. The owners may have their 


any prize. The owners may have their 
mim u ui Cy care to send stamps and address to the Editor, 
re of Messrs. W. H. Allen & Co 

K,f’p' W “»<> his address to the Editor ? 

Steinthal ^ ou ' d Louard Alexander send his address to r5 - 

ioes Th ’ ^ harfemead , IlMey ? The « Shoes » must be drawn from real 
ln ^ s must sent to Mrs. Steinthal before August 1st. 


Parents’ National Educational Union.* 


The First Annual Meeting of the Parents’ National Educational Union 
was held at London House on Tuesday, June 3rd, 1890, the Bishop of 
London kindly presiding. 

After a few words of prayer, the Bishop of London said : I suppose 
every one in the room knows the purpose of the Association which is 
holding its meeting here to-day quite as well as I do who am taking the 
chair. I do not profess to have studied the various means which may be 
used for promoting that purpose. The purpose appears to me one of very 
great importance indeed for the whole community, for the purpose of this 
Association is to improve generally the way of bringing up children. We 
are quite satisfied there is a great deal still to be learned on this subject. 
A great deal more might be done to prepare children for the life which 
they have to live afterwards, and that preparation ought to be begun from 
their very earliest years. We are satisfied that parents generally would be 
very much better able to discharge their important duties if they considered 
the subject a great deal more, or if they would make use of the experience 
of those who have already considered it. The fact is, children are very 
often brought up in a hap-hazard kind of way, and that elementary rule 
which St. Paul lays down when he bids “Fathers to provoke not their 
children, ” needs a great deal more inculcation than it has yet received. 
Parents are not fully aware how much mischief may be done in indulging 
in temper in the treatment of their children, nor of the need for a fuller 
knowledge of the characters of children. I have had a great deal to do 
with the education of boys going to college, and now that I am grown older, 
I have the education of my own little boys in the very earliest years. I 
. cannot help feeling very often that it would be better for us if we knew a 
great deal more than we do about the way of forming in them the habit 
of obedience, and of teaching them to control their tempers and theii 
impulses. The fact is that parents as a rule know nothing about it at 
all until they have it put upon them. Of course, it .is quite true that by 
God’s merciful providence the affection between children and parents is 
by nature so exceedingly strong that parents do succeed, if without very 
much instruction, in making their children feel that they are loved and 
love them in return. The object of this Society is to spread as widely as 
we possibly can a general knowledge of what is involved in the education 
of children ; to incite parents generally to understand the matter for t em 
selves, and to supply what those who ha ve made a special study 

* Our article on “Our Daughters" gives place this month to a report of the 
P.N.E. U. Annual Meeting. 
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r 1 ”- & must precede school educa.ion, 

co „,l, with it, and follow it. It is obviously of the greatest 
•° “ rt „ce that . child's education should be characterised throughout by 
Z, of aim, so that there may be no waste of effort. One great endeavour 
)f the Union will be to secure both unity and continuity of education ) 
retting parents and teachers to act on common principles. The great work 
>f education is not to be carried on entirely by deputy. 1 he most judicious 
ind faithful of servants cannot do all that a parent would do. The most 
:areful teacher will not see to many little points of conduct to which a 
parent would very properly attach great importance. The question arises, 
Is this Union needed? Will not the British public regard with a jealous 
eye another new Association ? If the work has already been well done 
why call into existence a special society for its promotion ? There aie 
enough demands upon our time and our money, it may be said, why burden 
us needlessly with more? In reply, I would say that parents at present 
aie often very ill-prepared for the serious duties that devolve upon them. 
Herbert Spencer, in his famous Essay upon Education, said that of the 
ctrioub activities of life for which education prepares us, those connected 
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know those laws you are liable to violate them • instead n f h, • *, 

with you you may have Nature against you. I do not think wp™ 8 
traditional practice in this matter. Peoplfe say ‘4ureN all n 7 T‘° 
they come to have children of their own find Mffictat guEcTi” d,e 
pracce „f their early homes.* I admit that it is an cnormott, a ' 
to be able to fall back upon the precepts and example of good parents 
An American writer says, “ If you wish to be a good man or good woman 
select good parents,” but I do not think that the example of good and 
wise parents is quite enough. Education has quietly advanced both as a 
science and an art during the last quarter of a century. Psychologists have 
paid particular attention to the laws of the child’s mind ; medical men have 
paid particular attention to the laws of the child’s body. Educational 
doctrines have been gathered together from all quarters, and it is thought 
not unreasonably, that parents ought to some extent to be put in possession 
of these. I have heard it objected that this society would foster 
amateurishness” in education. I do not know exactly what that means ; 
I presume that the objection contains a latent reference to that little 
knowledge which is a dangerous thing (laughter). I admit it might be 
possible for parents to do a great deal of harm, if, with very imperfect 
knowledge, they set up to devise schemes of education for themselves. 
My best answer to this objection is Mr. Thring’s parody on the lines of 
Pope, which embody it — 

“A little money is a dangerous snare ; 

Get thousands, but of sixpences beware.” 


Thousands begin with sixpence, much knowledge begins with small know- 
ledge, and much useful knowledge may be put into very small compass. 
Of course the knowledge which some people possess on this subject of 
education is very profound, and both our objects and the modes we propose 
to employ may incur their contempt, but I think we can outlive their satire 
and criticisms. I have also heard it said that we should trust more largely 
to what a great physician called “healthy neglect.” Is it necessary, it is 
asked, to take such extreme care of children ? Is it not enough for parents 
to provide them with proper food and clothing and send them to proper 
schools ? Why should we take all these pains to regulate their health, 
form their habits, and cultivate their tastes? I believe, to some extent, in 
“ healthy neglect,” but it must be healthy. Certainly, simple neglect has 
been tried on a very wide scale, and I think we shall agree the results have 
not been wholly satisfactory. Wordsworth speaks ot a “ wise passiveness 
in education, and undoubtedly there is room for such a thing, but there is 
a good deal of passiveness that is not wise but otherwise (laughter). I 
think we shall do parents a vast amount of good if we can arouse in their 
minds a sense of the wide reach of education, deepen in them a sense of 
their responsibility. Now what is the method which this Union proposes 
to pursue for the attainment of its objects ? It is the diffusion of informa- 
tion. That we shall seek to accomplish in various ways, by lectures, by 
gatherings of parents in which educational subjects are discussed, and very 
largely by the Press. It is proposed that Local Branches of the Union shall 
be established in places sufficiently populous, and that parents should be 
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Haddo House, Aberdeen, 

May jrst, i8go . 

Dear Miss Mason, -Lady Aberdeen and I are very sorry that we 
cannot be in our places on the occasion of the meeting of the Parents 
Educational Union, for which the Bishop of London and Mrs. Temp e 
have so kindly granted the use of London House. 

We are glad to think that at this meeting, which is sure to be a 
particularly interesting one, the Report of the past year’s work will e 
encouraging. Let me add that we think the Parents ’ Review has thus 
far been extremely well conducted, and is full of promise of usefulness. 


I remain, 


Yours very faithfully, 


Aberdeen.' 
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Books. 


“ Ende hoexkens ende boexkens.” 


Among June papers for children we may note Lecole inatcrnelle et 
infantine (fortnightly), containing a brief essay on “ Politeness,” in which M. 
Huguet says “It will be useful to put the following rules into practice : — (i) 
Every child passing a master should salute. (2) On any stranger’s entry 
into the class-room, all the pupils should rise and bow. (3) Every pupil 
shall be compelled to speak with respect of masters and scholars, and to 
avoid wounding and insulting expressions. (4) Children’s language shall be 
watched when they leave the classes or when they are at play. We 
may with perseverance put polished manners in place of the bad education ” 
(which children get at home). We are glad to believe that in our Board 
Schools the first three rules are generally adhered to ; but England would 
shrink from imposing rule (4). The example of elder boys and girls can 
alone enforce it. Are we asking too much if we suggest that as corollaries 
to these rules we should add the following?— (1) Masters and mistresses 
should say “ Good morning” to their classes. (2) Masters and mistresses 
should never call their pupils names, and should “ avoid wounding and 
insulting expressions.” (3) Masters and mistresses should watch their own 
language when they leave the classes, and should avoid speaking of their 
pupils as devils. “ Oh, madame, repris-je (says a teacher of an infant class 
in a story that promises well), e’est une classe infernale. Je n’ai que des 
mauvais sujets ou des . . . ou des biiches. ‘ Je ne sais pas ce que cest 

qu’une buche rdpondit’ serieusement l’institutrice.” Maxima debetur flue) is 
reverentia. M. Ernest Legouv^ sends an interesting letter on the 
advantages which he received, as an orphan, fiom his giandmother. 
The rest of the magazine is taken up with elementary lessons, and with one 
or two biographies. The whole is excellent (2d. per copy). 

S. Nicholas (by the bye, how many people know the story of S. Nicho as 
and the children ?) is less pedagogic and more amusing. Besides, it is we 
illustrated. Like those of most of the children’s magazines in France, its 
story and its play “ are to be continued.” It is a pity that S. Nicholas is so 
short (but it is published ever, week; t S , Rue Soufflot, Pans, 3 <h per 

La Mire et 1 ’Enfaat we fiud the same cry that we 



